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soil of India is undergoing steady and permanent
deterioration. Mr. Robertson puts the deterioration
in Coimbatore at thirty per cent, in thirty years, and
points out how the., natives are driven to grow cotton
for sale instead of food to eat, and literally to starve
themselves in order to pay the Government assess-
ment owing to this deterioration. Thirty per cent,
less produce per acre in thirty years !

" Who can wonder? ,The produce is taken away
to be brought over here to an increasing extent, and
there is now less manure than ever to put back into
the soil. At the same time the destruction of the
forests for railway sleepers and fuel has, as in the
United States and Australia, most seriously affected
the climate for the worse. Drought and floods
alternate in districts where formerly the rainfall was
beneficial and equable. Such is our foresight in
India, such the care of our civilisation of to-day
for the civilisation of the human beings of to-
morrow.

" From all the provinces comes the same sad cry.
From the North-West and from Oudh, from
Bombay as well as from Madras, from large tracts
of Bengal, and even from the Punjab, one mournful
story is heard : the land does not, as of old, bring
forth of its abundance ; there is no blessing on the
crops in our day. A deteriorated race of men, an
inferior description of bullocks, bear witness to the
truth of what they say. By the side of this drain
and the consequent impoverishment of the soil,
helped on by denudation, all the rest of our
blunders, great as they have been, are mere
child's play.